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[COURSE INFORMATION]

COURSE DESCRIPTION
& GOALS

This course will explore the beginnings and developments of twentieth century Korean prose fiction
through four representative examples of the novel. Modern Korean fiction, mirroring developments
in society at large, took shape under various influences from its Western counterparts, albeit often
mediated by Japan. This has led some to label modern Korean literature a “transplant.” Others, in
rebuttal, have argued its indigenous roots. Both of these positions represent oversimplifications. The
reality of modern Korea and its literature is hybridity: exchanges and negotiations between a strong
tradition and a dynamic present. The novels examined in this course span—and in some ways
chronicle—one of the most turbulent periods in Korean history. These works provide glimpses of
Korea from the cataclysm of the Sino-Japanese War to the oppression of the Japanese Colonial
Period, but they also testify to the endurance of everyday life, of personal, quotidian concerns that
predate and will outlast present circumstances. It is precisely this sort of hybridity, these exchanges
between Korea and the outside world, literature and history, social and personal concerns, that this
course will interrogate using the modern Korean novel as medium.

PREREQUISITE

None

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Readings and Participation
This class will be conducted largely in seminar format, supplementary lectures provided by the
professor only where additional information or clarification is required. Thus, all students are
expected both to have completed all assigned readings prior to attending class and to participate
actively in discussion and debate. In order to facilitate dialogue, all students will be required to
submit a detailed discussion question at the beginning of each class.
Class Attendance, Tardiness, and Cellular Phones
Attendance is mandatory, as is punctuality. Two unexcused absences are permitted, following which
grades will be lowered one mark (i.e. A to A-) for each additional two absences. Furthermore, every
unexcused second tardy and/or early departure will be counted as an absence. Finally, cellular
phones must be turned off and stored during class. If a student’s cellular phone rings or is otherwise
used during class, that student will be asked to leave, accounting for an absence.
Papers
There will be two separate paper assignments. Instruction regarding acceptable topics and required
lengths will be given in class.
All work for this course must be one’s own. Any student who plagiarizes or otherwise copies the
work of another will receive a failing grade for the entire course.

GRADING POLICY

Class Participation 20%
Weekly Assignments 20%
Midterm Paper 20%
Final Paper 40%
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[WEEKLY SCHEDULE]
WEEK (PERIOD)

WEEKLY TOPIC & CONTENTS

1

Course Introduction and Background Lecture
Yi In-jik’s Tears of Blood
Yi Kwang-su’s Mujŏng

2

Yom Sang-seop’s Three Generations

3

Ch’ae Man-Sik’s Peace Under Heaven

COURSE MATERIAL &
ASSIGNMENTS

REFERENCE

